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 Riding in the rain 
 
Mother nature left her “Storm Door” open 
again. The recent round of storms made riding 
in the rain a requirement for some. Two 
wheels and wet roads don’t often mix , so 
here’s some tips about riding in the “liquid 
sunshine” 
A) You are most likely to dump your mount 

on the road when braking. When riding 
behind a vehicle, ride behind one of the 
taillights, this way if the car stops quickly 
you can slip your bike past him and gain 
a few more feet to stop your bike slowly 
and safely. 

B) Brake with your rear brake first and then 
ease the pressure on the front brake. If the 
rear wheel locks up...use HVH (High 
Visual Horizon) - LOOK UP, LOOK 
where your headed  and GO straight. 
Even if the bike starts to fish-tail try and 
stay upright and in control. 

C) Keep the bike more upright when corner-
ing, this is NOT the time to try your latest 
road racing knee dragging techniques. 

D) Pick the road surface your riding on, 
avoid puddles, tar snakes, and Never ride 
on the painted surface of the road ( even 
in the dry try and make this a riding 
habit) . Watch out for manhole covers 
and large steel plates near road work. Go 
slowly when moving through an intersec-
tion  as there is more oil left on the road 
here due to slow moving traffic. 

E) Lean forward and keep weight over that 
front wheel. 

F) Only push your tires moderately and only 

T

MEETING LOCATION 
Giovanni’s Restaurant 
9353 Clairemont Mesa 

(858) 279-6700 

The CHP is cracking down 
on speeding...from Chris 
“Crazyfoot” Crawford: 
there is a great way to take 
traffic school on the web to 
help keep those points off 
your driving record. Check 
out: www.fbcts.com 
This is “Faster Better 
Cheaper Traffic school 
course.  “Crazyfoot” says 
the course costs about $15 
and took about 2 hours to 
complete . It is approved for 
use in San Diego county... 
check with them first if you 
should get a ticket outside 
the area. Thanks for the tip 
Chris! 

Superbikes are coming to Fontana 
the beginning of April—interested in going? - 
check out the California Speedway web site 
(californiaspeedway.com) or call 1-800-944-
7223 for information on buying tickets. 
Tip #1: Buy “general admission “ ($30) and a 
Pit pass ($20) - that’s all you’ll need– the in-
field is a great place to watch the race—the 
pit’s are great place to experience what the 
factory teams are doing to stay on top.  
Tip #2: From a one of members, here’s a 
great idea if your significant other would like 
to join you. Get a hotel for the night and enjoy 
two days of racing at the speedway. If your 
better half would rather go shopping, Ontario 
Mills, a very large shopping mall isn’t too far 
from the track! For more information on     

accommodations check the speedway’s website. 
Tip #3: check out the weather before you leave for the 
track—a backpack, a change of clothes, sunscreen, sun 
glasses, a camera, extra film , binoculars, (and if you 
have a hair cut like mine—a hat!) 
Tip #4: Always check out the tracks website before you 
leave concerning security regulations ( what can and 
can’t be brought into the track). That’s the best way to 
get into the track and enjoy the racing without any has-
sles. 
 
If you would like to ride up there with the club, watch 
for Emails announcing time of departure (Early) and 
where the meeting place will be ( HOM). 
Once at the track your on your own—it’s a simple ride 
up I-15 (90min) with traffic congestion happening near 
the track both on the freeway and surface streets. 

Lloyd Trilling’s photo from our January’s ride to Bor-
rego– some of the “Usual Suspects” that used the warm 
weather of the desert to thaw out after that ride! 

A get well wish for one 
our  members...believe it 
or not— with the miracle 
of modern medicine– we  
all may be able to continue 
our riding well into our 
senior years. …. 
Tom Stepaniak recently 
had his hip replaced and 
spent some time in the 
hospital chasing the nurses 
with his wheel chair! ( hey 
it has two wheels!)- a “Get 
Well” card will be at the 
March  meeting for every-
one to sign...get well soon 
Tom!- we miss you! 

in one direction at a time—that is: 
G) Brake in a straight line and then turn 
H) Complete a sweeping turn and then apply throttle 
I) If you are going to ride in the rain for an hour or 

more, decrease your tire pressure 5– 8 psi . The tire 
grips when the rubber “flows” into the road surface. 
A deflated tire warms up more and is able to “grip” 
the road surface easier and with more traction. 

J) Don’t forget about your vision—Rain X or some-
thing like it on the outside of your helmet’s face 
shield can help you  keep your HVH accurate. 

K) Be aware of your body temperature– Hypothermia 
can affect you motor skills as well as your  judg-
ment. If you’re too cold to react to a situation  all of 
the above tips aren’t going to help you. 

                 Remember ….Ride smart—ride safe! 



 March 2004: 

 You'll have opportunity to meet 
a local legend in SoCal motorcy-
cling. Our own John Hermann, 
better known to some of us as 
“The King of the Alps”. Join us 
Wednesday night to see and hear 
about the many adventures John 
has had traveling the world on his 
BMW. John will present his slide 
show with highlights of his travels 
and advise those of use who 
dream of world travel by bike, the 
best way and places to go.  Come 
join us for a night with a Red Hot 
Riders’ legend. 

Next Meeting: 3/10/04 

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION OUR #1 GOAL 
            SALES—PARTS– SERVICE 

     HOUSE OF MOTORCYCLES 
    4904 El Cajon Blvd. San Diego, CA 92115 
     Website: www.houseofmotorcycles.com 

  (619) 229-7700 
SAN DIEGO’S #1 YAMAHA DEALER 

MotoPro 
House of Motorcycles 

1425 South Coast Highway 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

(760) 433-4333 
 

EVENT  CALENDAR 

Mar             8  Mon…….RHR Track Day—                       
                                                                 Streets of Willow 
 
Mar            10 Wed…….RHR Club Meeting 
 
Mar            17-21……....BiketoberWest 
 
Mar            21  Sun.....Dual Sport Ride—Ride for Kids 
 
April           2-4 Sun…….AMA Superbikes Fontana, CA 
May            16  Sun…….Road Ride—Ride for Kids 
Oct              2    Sat……..Baby Butt 1000  
Inclement weather may cause the cancellation of any of the above RHR events. 
Contact Jim Branch at (619) 460-0669 the evening before a RHR scheduled ride/
Track day if weather is a question. You can also check out the Web site for up-
to-date changes in the Schedule  : www.redhotriders.com 
 

Club Meetings: 
Giovanni’s Restaurant in Kearny 
Mesa, Corner of Clairemont 
Mesa & Ruffin Roads 
6PM   2nd Wed of the Month 
 
Newsletter Submission: 
Newsletter submission can be 
sent to Ron Farkas, email is: 
hondaron@cox.net, Phone & Fax: 
858-486-3257 
Officers 2003-2004 
President…...………..Jim Branch 
Vice President…..Chris Crawford 
Secretary………..Michael Gorga 
Treasurer………...Ed Krugman 
Committee Chairman 
Rider Education…..…….Vacant 
Activities……….Richard French 
Merchandise...George Devereaux 
Publication………...Ron Farkas 
Membership…...…..Ron Farkas 
HRCA Liaison…….....Dale Stark 
Referee………...Rached Maalouf 
Legislative Officer: 
Andy Mansker 

Couch Potato Corner 
CANCELLED!! 
Get on that bike and 

check out the racing at  
California Speedway 

April 2,3,4 
Fontana, Ca.  

Qualifying on Friday 
April 2nd 

Racing on Sat. & 
Sun. (April 3 & 4) 

$30 for Gen. Admin.
(Infield Access) 

$20 Pit Pass 
$10 Fan laps 

Additional Info about  
Ride for Kids  

www.rideforkids.org 
800-253-6530 

Honda’s Rider Club of America 

February Meeting Report 
By Ron Farkas 
 
Due to the un-predictable weather, the arrival of 
members was sporadic and our scheduled speaker, 
Mr. Noyce, was MIA (it seems he confused the 
date of our meeting with a trip to Spain, but will be 
available sometime in the future.) The big TV at 
Giovanni’s was finally put to some “two wheel” 
use as a video of a club member’s recent outing at 
Keith Codes’ Superbike school was up on the big 
screen.  The video reminded some of us that Track 
day was less than a month away (March 8th) and it 
was time to think about preparation for the Streets 
of Willow. 
Jim Branch was also in a “Track Day” sort of 
mind, as he spoke about “approved” apparel that 
was required. In the past, some of the participates 
would show up with damaged leathers or helmets. 
This marginal type equipment was not acceptable 
and JB reminded everyone that not only would 
your bike be looked over, but your apparel as well 
would be scrutinized. 
Joel Keller apologized for the lack of a speaker this 
night, as a couple of accessory and apparel compa-
nies were yet to visit us and Joel was up beat in his 

continuing search for future speakers.  
Our friends at House of Motorcycles were good enough to 
donate some door prizes, Chris Crawford our VP, suggested 
that they be awarded to the new members that showed up for 
the meeting. The membership present at the meeting agreed, 
and some new members were lucky enough to receive a can of 
chain lube. Robbie Laird won the 50/50 raffle and with that 
we called it a nite. 

Track Day March 8th...got that Need for Speed? 
Did you get the email? Planned to go , but changed your 
mind?…... Welllll...  you missed a great opportunity! 
Mitch Boehm of Motorcyclist Magazine contacted Red 
Hot Riders the Friday before track day. Mitch and his 
staff were looking for some rider input on the newest  
Open Class  sportbikes. Yes, that’s right  the newest 
from the big four out at Streets of Willow with RHR.  
To hear how it went, join us at March’s club meeting., 
Jim Branch and others will have some great input on 
how the day went and how the new bikes performed—
Join us Wednesday nite! 

Photo’s from last year’s AMA Superbike races at California Speedway—Yes, you can get this close to the  
factory bikes and garages with a $20 pit pass—Infield viewing at it’s best at the hairpin 


